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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Dear family and friends,
1st Thessalonians 5:16-18.  Be joyful always, pray continually; give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
 We have faced some challenges over the last few months as the main 

airline, Tortug Air, service from Port au Prince to Jeremie, went out of business.  Most 
teams use Tortug, and pre-pay for their services long in advance. With Tortug out of 
business, we had to buy new tickets with MAF (where they had openings) and make 
a couple of emergency trips into Port with the groups.  During this time I admit I was 
not so joyful or giving thanks because I knew what was ahead in these trips to Port 
and back, myself driving the truck on the terrible roads as well as the responsibility 
to get everyone there safely.  God showed up like He always does and we crossed 
every obstacle and we were all safe.  These things are a constant reminder for 
me to be joyful and give thanks because I know who holds my hand and the 
future.   No matter what the situation, we always have a Reason to be joyful and 
give thanks!

Casey Carlson HBM’s Asst. Director is learning the language faster than I ever 
thought possible and is really pouring himself into the staff and leadership 
development program. Eldet Tine, Director of Haitian Ministries, constantly exceeds 
expectations, working harder than ever to see HBM grow and see Haiti won for 
Christ.  While we face challenges we have seen people give their life to Christ, our 
staff grow in Christ-like leadership, and our new church plant in Jeremie reaching the 
people we wanted to reach in the city, the people everyone else ignores.  God is 
doing such great things in Haiti, it gives me great joy to talk about all the great things 
God has been doing.   We have so much going on with groups and projects we can’t 
thank you enough for your prayers and support and I’m thankful for all those who are 
apart of the HBM family!

 - Mark Stockeland, Executive Director
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Last month we were blessed to have our first services at our 
Jèrèmie church plant.  After having invited a few friends on 
Saturday afternoon before, we set to prepare ourselves for 
the Holy Spirit to show up.  We woke up ready and quickly set 
to work on our tasks and our hearts.

After a swift and uneventful set-up we had such a moving 
service. Seeing Eldet and Pastor Roberjo lead the church in 
worship, both in spirit and in truth was extraordinary.  Eldet 
explained the call of HBM to Live the Difference and explained 
how our church would be one that was led by Haitians who 
seek to be different and set apart in a culture of judgement and 
exclusion.  Special music was also a blessing and our friends 
who attended, including those from Houston’s First Baptist 



2

MISSION TEAMS 
We had the privilege of sharing a 

week with a very unique group. The 
majority of the group was from 
central Washington state and was 
sent by Moses Lake Presbyterian 
Church. They were a group of 
teachers, parents and students who 
were very highly skilled and 
extremely motivated. 

Moses Lake was joined by two other duos who came in the 
day after. One was a tag team of mentors focused on mentoring 
kids in need and facilitating a safe environment for them to find 
an outlet through basketball. They were here with an 
organization called Pick Up The Ball from Fort Myers, Florida 
and they were focused on giving the local basketball courts a 
makeover in the name of Jesus. The other duo was a father and 
son pair from Providence Community Church in Hannover PA. 
Chad and Camden are their names and they were here to 
support the mission in any way they could. What a blessing 
they were!

This group was able to do quite a few projects in their time 
here. Their first day they cut and partially assembled pieces of 
benches and tables for Tè Wouj. Those same tables and 
benches we assembled and painted the next day while very 
motivated and experienced educators worked with our 

teaching staff at the school. After 
that a similar project provided 
benches and a gallery for our 
church building at Kolimo. To meet 
the goals of Pick Up The Ball, our 
skilled team from Washington 
helped them replace the basketball 
goals at the local court with sturdier, 
nicer and newer goals. They also 
helped our indigenous leader Pepe 

serve his neighbors with tarps and a 
soccer game at The Point. After a 
wonderful service on Sunday, we had 
the honor and difficult task of loving 
on some very impoverished orphans 
at the Pig Beach orphanage.

 We were also fortunate to host a 
team from the Summit Church 
Student Ministry in south Florida. It 
was a unique group for a few 
reasons. We were blessed to have an HBM board member, Bill 
Vecchio, his wife Lauren and their beautiful little daughter 
Selah. It was a huge move of trust in the Lord for them to bring 
her with their group of 10, but they knew the Lord was up to the 
task.

We had to over come travel 
challenges to get them here and 
to get them home. Their trip to 
Jèrèmie consisted of ten hours of 
bad roads and a sick infant. 
Their trip home was lightened by 
a replacement charter secured 
at the last minute, but three of 
their guys had to ride to Port-au-
Prince with Mark, stopping by 
Cayes, the day before. We were 

Church, were so 
blessed to be a part of 
it. We’ve assembled a 
team for music, led by 
Renous, who 
will organize and lead 
the special music, 
aided by Casey, our 
Assistant Director.  This 
is a large part of the 

Haitian worship service and is looked forward to by many.  
We’ve also assembled a team of ushers and a team for security.  
The usher team will be led by Dieuny, our new compound 
overseer in training, who will be aided by Pepe, a new 

member of our labor force and a long time friend.  Our security 
team is known to most of you and they are very experienced.  
None other than Zo and Carl-Eric will be keeping us safe every 
Sunday. We also have to 
arrange for electricity to 
run lights and fans, 
water to aid in the 
function of toilets and we 
have to clean the 
entire facility to make it 
church each Sunday.  
Please pray for us and 
our team as we 
continue this journey!
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DONATING TO 
HAITI BIBLE MISSION
Your donation, of any amount, will help support one of the 
many aspects of the Haiti Bible Mission ministry.  Your donation 
will help us continue living the difference.

Online gifts can be made on our website:
haitibiblemission.org

By U.S. Mail. Checks can be sent to:
Haiti Bible Mission
P.O Box 690
Porter, TX   77365 

blessed to get them here and home 
safe. The Lord is so faithful to take 
care of His children!

While they were here, the group did a 
lot of ministry in their time. They 
started their week off right at our 
Jèrèmie church plant and then loved 
on some orphans at our orphanage in 
the slums of "Pig Beach."  The next 
few days they finished the paint job at  

Kolimo, prayed with children at the hospital and then played 
with the children at the point. Of course you can image they 
had an opportunity to bless our neighbors while working on the 
road here. 

We were also excited to have a team return from Houston’s 
First Baptist Church. During their trip the team did quite a bit of 
ministry including praying and singing at the hospital.  After the 
hospital the group went to The 
Point, the most impoverished 
part of the city, to fix more roofs 
and play with children. They also 
made the hike up to Kolimo to 
paint the interior of the church 
and tarp yet another roof in the 
village. 

On the first day we set out to 
work at Tè Wouj on a couple of 
tandem projects.  While a few from the group observed and 
instructed our teachers at the school, others from the group 
aided Mark, Casey and Zo in fixing the roof of a house in poor 
condition.  The teachers were so blessed to have fresh and new 
ways to teach their students information that will bless them in 

the future and the owners of the 
house were so grateful to sleep in 
a dry bed on Tuesday when it 
rained!
One of the unique opportunities 
we had during the week was to 
fix the road that leads to our 
house in town.  It blessed our 

neighbors so much to see our 8 
girls and one guy hauling 
buckets and wheel-barrows of 
dirt and rock to fix their main 
artery into town.  One Haitian 
man was so overwhelmed that 
he donated enough money for 
another load of dirt. That is a first 
for HBM!

We’ve also had an American team here who has partnered 
with us on an exciting project.  Mark and Meg are from Montana 

and today they finished the 
installation of a water pump 
on the mountain in Tè Wouj!  
It is such a blessing to be 

able to band together with them 
and to see the parallels in our 
respective visions to bless the 
people in this zone.  Now the 
children of Tè Wouj can spend 
more time being kids and the 
tank next to the church will serve as a reminder that God has 
His hand on the people of this sweet village.

LIFE AT HAITI BIBLE MISSION
As you all know, Haiti Bible 

Mission’s heart and focus is raising up 
indigenous, Haitian leaders.  There’s 
no better example of this vision in 
action than Eldet Tines, Director of 
Haitian Ministries. He is living proof of 
God’s hand in this ministry. While we 
were stateside, Eldet led our Haitian 
team in his first large-scale construction project.

In our absence, work continued on the building of the new 
guest-quarters, including pouring the concrete roof.  This is an 
enormous undertaking. We are so proud of Eldet for his emerging 
leadership skills and discernment, and we are so thankful for his 
servant’s heart.  We are proud of all of our leaders who continue 
taking ownership and to work hard in our absence. 

Another momentous event took place this week; we began a 
new leadership development curriculum with 
HBM leaders. This accredited Biblical 
instruction program is comprised of two levels.  
The first will be mandatory for all employees.  
The second, longer unit is for pastors and will 
serve to sharpen our pastoral staff as we grow 
our team in numbers and in depth. 

http://www.haitibiblemission.org
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